In a recent paper on 'The evolution of mimicry of friarbirds by orioles (Aves: Passeriformes) in Australo-Pacific archipelagos', Jønsson et al.
In a recent paper on 'The evolution of mimicry of friarbirds by orioles (Aves: Passeriformes) in Australo-Pacific archipelagos', Jønsson et al. [1] use molecular phylogenies and plumage reflectance measurements to test several key predictions of the mimicry hypothesis. Jønsson et al. [1] show that friarbirds originated before brown orioles, and that the two groups did not co-speciate, although there is one plausible instance of co-speciation among species on the neighbouring Moluccan islands of Buru and Seram. Furthermore, Jønsson et al. [1] show that greater size disparity between model and mimic and a longer history of co-occurrence have resulted in a stronger plumage similarity (mimicry). One distinct outlier in this respect was the species-pair Philemon fuscicapillus and Oriolus phaeochromus. The two species have seemingly coexisted for approximately 3.7 Myr on the north Moluccan island of Halmahera. Diamond [2] described the species pair as 'closely similar' but the reflectance measurements do not show the expected high levels of plumage similarity ( fig. 3 orange pin to the left). However, in a paper we had overlooked, by Besson [3] , evidence based on museum specimens convincingly demonstrates that these two taxa do not co-occur. Rather, Philemon fuscicapillus is restricted to the island of Morotai, whereas Oriolus phaeochromus is restricted to the island of Halmahera. In light of this, we have re-analysed the data. As expected, the analyses show similar but stronger correlations between plumage similarity and co ex is te nc e tim e 
